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SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, MAY 14 
A.M. 

7:00	 Check-in and registration 
	 Breakfast with exhibitors
7:55	 Welcome 
	 Nicholas A. Morris, MD
8:00	 Trials (and tribulations) in transport of the  
	 patient with acute brain injury 
	 Matthew Levy, DO
8:30	 Debate: The role of tranexamic acid (TXA) in  
	 traumatic brain injury (TBI) 
	 Salia Farrokh, PharmD and Tammy T. Nguyen,  
	 PharmD
9:00	 Transfusion goals in TBI  
	 Adam Kardon, DO
9:25	 Airway management in patients with TBI 
	 Katharine Colton, MD
9:50	 Emergency Preservation and Resuscitation: 
	 A Cool Way to Save Dying Trauma Patients 
	 Samuel A. Tisherman, MD 
10:20	 Roundtable discussion: Trauma 
	 Katharine Colton, MD; Salia Farrokh, PharmD;  
	 Adam Kardon, DO; Matthew Levy, DO;  
	 Tammy Nguyen, PharmD and  
	 Samuel A. Tisherman, MD
10:35	 Break with exhibitors
10:55	 Promise and pitfalls of point of care  
	 electroencephalography (EEG) 
	 Usaamah Khan, MD
11:25	 Ketamine add-on therapy for established  
	 status epilepticus treatment trial 
	 Jaideep Kapur, MBBS
11:55	 Roundtable discussion: Status Epilepticus 
	 Jaideep Kapur, MBBS and Usaamah Khan, MD
P.M. 
12:10	 Lunch with exhibitors
1:10	 Keynote: Excellence in pre-hospital injury  
	 care TBI Project 
	 Daniel Spaite, MD
2:10	 Break with exhibitors
2:30	 Pre-Hospital stroke assessment and management 
	 Beverly Harris, RN, BSN and  
	 Benjamin Nicholson, MD
3:00	 Regionalization of pediatric stroke patient care 
	 Ryan Felling, MD
3:30	 Thrombectomy for medium vessel occlusion 
        	 Dennis Rivet, MD
4:00	 Roundtable discussion: Ischemic stroke 
	 Ryan Felling, MD and Dennis Rivet, MD
4:15	 Adjourn

FRIDAY, MAY 15 
A.M. 

7:15	 Check-in and registration 
	 Breakfast with exhibitors
8:15	 Welcome 
	 Shraddha Mainali, MD
8:20	 Code ICH: Intracerebral hemorrhage (ICH) 
	 Fazila Aseem MD and Joseph Bell, MD
8:50	 Debate: Andexanet alfa or prothrombin		
	 complex concentrates (PCC) for direct oral  
	 anticoagulants (DOAC)-related ICH 
	 Gretchen Brophy, PharmD and Aarti Sarwal, MD
9:20	 Debate: Minimally invasive surgery  
	 for ICH by location 
	 John Greer, MD and Samir Sur, MD 
9:50	 Roundtable discussion: ICH 
	 Fazila Aseem MD ; Joseph Bell, MD; Gretchen  
	 Brophy, PharmD; John Greer, MD;  
	 Aarti Sarwal, MD and Samir Sur, MD
10:05	 Break with exhibitors
10:25	 Keynote: Lessons from a cardiac arrest  
	 survivor 
	 Samantha Fernandez Hernandez, MD
11:25	 Lunch with exhibitors
P.M.

12:25	 Early recognition and management of acute  
	 liver failure / hepatic encephalopathy 
	 Shraddha Mainali, MD and Arun J. Sanyal, MBBS
12:55	 Extracorporeal cardiopulmonary  
	 resuscitation (ECPR) to improve neurological  
	 outcomes after cardiac arrest 
	 James H. Lantry III, MD
1:30	 Roundtable discussion: ALF and ECPR 
	 James H. Lantry III, MD; Shraddha Mainali, MD and  
	 Arun J. Sanyal, MBBS
1:45	 Adjourn



Course description and target 
audience
The Fourth Mid-Atlantic Neurocritical Care Symposium 
will highlight evidence-based practices and emerging 
innovations in prehospital triage, resuscitation, transport, 
and critical care management of patients with traumatic 
brain injury, stroke, intracranial hemorrhage, status 
epilepticus, hepatic encephalopathy, and out-of-hospital 
cardiac arrest. Through expert lectures, debates, and 
interactive exchange, participants will gain insights into 
optimizing neurologic outcomes across diverse clinical 
scenarios and care settings.

This activity is designed for Emergency Medical 
Technicians (EMT), Nurse Practitioners, Nurses, 
Physicians, and Physician Assistants working with adult 
or pediatric patients.

Course objectives
•	 Review pre-hospital systems of care for patients with 

critical neurologic injury.

•	 Identify key management goals in acute traumatic 
brain injury, acute ischemic stroke, and intracranial 
hemorrhage.

•	 Examine controversies in adjunctive therapies for 
acute neurologic emergencies. 

Planning committee
Neeraj Badjatia, MD, MS 
Professor of Neurology 
Chief of Neurocritical Care, Program in Trauma 
University of Maryland School of Medicine

Ramani Balu, MD, PhD 
Neurointensivist 
Inova Health System

Jennifer A. Creed, MD, PhD 
Neurointensivist, Medical Director of NCCU  
Christiana Care Hospital

Scott R. DeBoer, MD, PhD 
Medical Director of Neurocritical Care and Stroke 
MedStar Franklin Square Medical Center

Harinder Dhindsa, MD 
Professor and Chair, Department of Emergency Medicine 
Director, Division of EMS 
Medical Director, VCU Critical Care Transport 
VCU Health

Rachel S. Hausladen, MSN, CRNP, ACNP-BC, FNCS 
Clinical APP Manager, Neurocritical Care and Neurology 
University of Maryland Medical Center

Shraddha Mainali MD, FNCS 
Course Director 
Associate Professor of Neurology 
Division of Vascular and Critical Care Neurology 
Department of Neurology 
VCU Health

Nicholas A. Morris, MD, FAAN, FNCS  
Course Director 
Associate Professor of Neurology 
University of Maryland School of Medicine

Jose Javier Provencio, MD 
Louis Nerancy Professor in Neurology 
Medical Director of the Nerancy Neuroscience Intensive 
Care Unit 
Division Head, Hospital Medicine, Department of 
Neurology 
Adjunct Faculty, Neuroscience 
University of Virginia

Subhashini Ramesh, MD 
Neurologist 
Division of Neurology, Neurocritical Care 
Inova Fairfax Hospital

Dennis J. Rivet, MD, FAANS, FCNS 
Harold I. Nemuth Professor of Neurological Disorders 
Department of Neurosurgery 
VCU Health

Theresa C. Rohrs, PA-C, MPH 
Lead Advanced Practice Provider 
MedStar Franklin Square Medical Center

Aarti Sarwal, MD, FNCS, FAAN, FCCM, FASN, RPNI 
Division Chief, Division of Neurocritical Care 
Department of Neurology  
VCU Health

Lucy Q. Zhang, MD 
Neurointensivist 
Duke University School of Medicine

Wendy Ziai, MD, MPH, FAHA, FESO FAHA 
Professor of Neurology, Neurosurgery, and Anesthesia/
Critical Medicine 
John Hopkins University

Elizabeth K. Zink, PhD, RN, FNCS 
Clinical Nurse Specialist, Neurocritical Care Unit 
Johns Hopkins Hospital



Faculty
Fazila Aseem, MD, MPH 
Assistant Clinical Professor of Neurology, Neurointensivist 
Neurocritical Care Division 
Department of Neurology 
VCU Health

Joseph Bell, MD, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Neurosurgery 
VCU School of Medicine

Gretchen M. Brophy, PharmD, BCPS, FCCP, FNCS, MCCM 
Professor of Pharmacotherapy & Outcomes Science and 
Neurosurgery 
VCU School of Pharmacy 
Past President, Neurocritical Care Society

Katharine Colton, MD 
Assistant Professor of Neurology, Neurosurgery, and 
Emergency Medicine 
Duke University School of Medicine

Salia Farrokh, PharmD, BCCCP, FNCS, FCCM 
Neurocritical Care Clinical Pharmacist Specialist 
Johns Hopkins Hospital

Ryan Felling, MD, PhD 
Associate Professor of Neurology and Pediatrics 
Director, Pediatric Stroke Program 
Kennedy Krieger Brain Injury Program 
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine

John Greer, MD, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Neurosurgery 
VCU Health

Beverly Harris, RN, BSN, CFRN, MSHA, NRP, FP-C, CMTE 
Flight Nurse/Paramedic 
Aviation Clinical Site Manager 
LIFEEVAC 
VCU Health

Samantha Fernandez Hernandez, MD 
Neurocritical Care Fellow, PGY6 
Emory University Hospital 
Co-founder, Heartsight  
Founder, Texas Sudden Cardiac Arrest Survivor Network

Jaideep Kapur, MBBS,PhD 
Eugene Meyer III Professor of Neuroscience  
Professor of Neurology 
Director, University of Virginia Brain Institute

Adam Kardon, DO 
Assistant Professor, Department of Neurology 
Georgetown University School of Medicine 
Neurointensivist 
Medstar Washington Hospital Center

Usaamah M. Khan, MD 
Assistant Clinical Professor of Neurology 
Divisions of Neurocritical Care, Vascular Neurology & 
Epilepsy 
Department of Neurology  
VCU Health

James H. Lantry III, MD 
Medical Critical Care Physician  
INOVA Fairfax Hospital

Matthew J. Levy, DO, MSc 
Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine and Surgery 
Director of Prehospital Medicine, Center for Transport 
Medicine  
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine

Tammy T. Nguyen, PharmD 
Clinical Pharmacy Specialist, Emergency Medicine 
VCU Health 
Clinical Associate Professor 
VCU School of Medicine

Benjamin Nicholson, MD, MS 
Associate Professor 
Department of Emergency Medicine 
VCU School of Medicine

Arun J. Sanyal, MBBS, MD 
Director, Stravitz-Sanyal Institute for Liver Disease and 
Metabolic Health 
Interim Chair, Division of Gastroenterology, 
Hepatology and Nutrition 
Z. Reno Vlahcevic Professor of Medicine 
Professor of Medicine, Physiology and Molecular 
Pathology 
VCU Health

Daniel Spaite, MD, FACEP  
Professor and Virginia Piper Endowed, Distinguished 
Research Chair 
Department of Emergency Medicine 
The University of Arizona College of Medicine

Samir Sur, MD, FAANS, FCNS 
Director, Neurovascular Surgery 
Director, Cerebrovascular and Skull Base Surgery 
MedStar Franklin Square Medical Center

Samuel A. Tisherman, MD, FACS, FCCM 
Professor, Department of Surgery and the Program in 
Trauma 
University of Maryland School of Medicine 
Director, Center for Critical Care and Trauma Education 
Director, SICU and SIMC 
University of Maryland Medical Center



Register online at vcu.cloud-cme.com/mancc2026
 
Registration rates Two Day Single Day

Physicians $200 $100

NPs, APPs, PAs, RNs, EMS, PharmD $150 $75

Residents, Fellows, and Trainees* $0 $0

*Residents, Fellows, and Trainees must email proof of verification to mackenzie.martin@vcuhealth.org or registrations 
will be canceled.

Cancellation policy
Registration fee, less a 15% non-refundable administrative fee, will be refunded only if written notice of cancellation is 
received via email to ceinfo@vcuhealth.org on or before May 1, 2026. There will be no refunds after that date.

Questions?
Contact VCU Health Continuing Education. Box 980048 | Richmond, VA | 804.828.3640 | ceinfo@vcuhealth.org

REGISTRATION

Accreditation and credit
In support of improving patient care, VCU 
Health Continuing Education is jointly 
accredited by the Accreditation Council for 
Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the 
Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education 

(ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), 
to provide continuing education for the healthcare team.

VCU Health Continuing Education designates this live activity 
for a maximum of 10.5 AMA PRA Category 1  CreditsTM. 
Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the 
extent of their participation in the activity.

VCU Health Continuing Education designates this activity for 
a maximum of 10.5 ANCC contact hours. Nurses should 
claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity.

VCU Health Continuing Education has been 
authorized by the American Academy of PAs 
(AAPA) to award AAPA Category 1 CME credit 
for activities planned in accordance with AAPA 
CME Criteria. This activity is designated for 10.5 
AAPA Category 1 CME credits. PAs should 

only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation.

Disclaimers
Minimum and maximum numbers for attendance at this event have 
been established, and we reserve the right to substitute speakers/
topics, adjust credit hours, or cancel if necessary. 
By attending this event you grant VCU Health Continuing Education 
the right at the event to record, film, photograph, or capture your 
likeness in any media and to distribute, broadcast, use, or otherwise 
disseminate, in perpetuity, such media without any further approval 
from or any payment to you.

Accommodation
All participants have the right to participate in this continuing education 
activity without discrimination due to age, race, ethnicity, religion, 
culture, language, physical or mental disability, socioeconomic status, 
sex (sexual orientation, gender identity or expression and pregnancy), 
protected veteran status, marital status, genetic information, or any 
other protected characteristics under applicable federal, state, or local 
law. If you need accommodations to participate in this activity, please 
contact us at ceinfo@vcuhealth.org for more information. Requests for 
accommodations must be received 21 days prior to activity start date.
Complaint Policy and Resolution Process
All complaints must be made in writing to ceinfo@vcuhealth.org.
All complaints will be logged into the complaint log. The Director, 
Continuing Education will attempt to resolve the complaint within 
the first contact, when possible, and will respond to the client and 
customer’s concerns within 5 business days of the initial complaint. At 
the time of the first contact, Director, Continuing Education will inform 
the complainant if more time will be needed to research the complaint.
If the complaint is still unresolved after communication with the 
Director, Continuing Education, or if the initial complaint is not 
addressed in a timely manner, the complainant may contact the 
President & CEO, UHS-PEP. The President & CEO will then contact the 
complainant and endeavor to resolve the complaint within 10 business 
days after being contacted.
The complaint log will be regularly reviewed to identify areas of 
operations and service that may require improvement. The Director, 
Continuing Education will research reoccurring complaint matters 
and recommend process and procedure changes, when appropriate. 
These changes will be noted on the Complaint Resolution Log, and 
any necessary policy and/or procedure updates will be made within 15 
business days thereafter.
Disclosure statement
In compliance with ACCME Standards, all planners and presenter 
relationships with commercial supporters have been resolved. All 
presenting faculty affirm that they will employ the best available 
evidence from all sources to support any clinical recommendations 
made in their presentations. If learners detect any commercial bias 
in any presentation, they should document their observations on the 
activity evaluation.
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